
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

NORTH ADAMS AIRPORT COMMISSION 

  
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES  

TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 2022 AT 6:30 PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS AND VIA ZOOM 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Dan Caplinger (via Zoom), Dean Bullett, and Marc Morandi 

OTHERS PRESENT: Kathy Eade (Interim Airport Manager), Jen Barbeau (City Council liaison), Mark 

Candiloro, and Mike Milazo  

OTHERS PRESENT VIRTUALLY:  Peter Enzien (Stantec), Gerrit Blauvelt, Trevor Gilman, Jack Guerino 

(iBerkshires), Sue Mead, and John Werner 

CALL TO ORDER 

6:31 p.m. 

CHAIR STATEMENT FOR VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Dean Bullett read the following statement: Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, this 

meeting will be conducted via remote means. Members of the public who wish to access the meeting may do so 

in the following manner: via recorded teleconference at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777538379?pwd=aHBPZU9lcjNxeXp1TENha3Z6Qk9Mdz09, Passcode: 128454, 

see specific call instructions located at the end of the meeting notice. No in-person attendance of members of the 

public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the 

proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, for reasons of 

economic hardship and despite best efforts, we will post on the City of North Adams website an audio or video 

recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 
 
OPEN FORUM 

Commissioner Dean Bullett invited the public to make comments during open forum. Mike Milazo spoke about 

his request for exclusive use of the tie downs outside of his hangar, and for acknowledgement by the 

Commission for the non-aviation use of a six foot by six foot area within his hangar. Mr. Milazo noted that he’s 

waited two months to get onto the agenda, and asked that the Commission treat all individuals equally. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 

of March 22, 2022 as presented. 

GRANITE STATE SKY RIDERS’ AGREEMENT 

The Commissioners discussed the proposed Risk and Responsibility Agreement for the Granite State Sky 

Riders’ August 19-21, 2022 “fly-in” event, and the possibility of needing insurance information from the group. 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the agreement as presented. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777538379?pwd=aHBPZU9lcjNxeXp1TENha3Z6Qk9Mdz09


PROJECT UPDATES: STANTEC 

Peter Enzien started the Stantec updates with an update on the obstruction removal project. All meetings with 

property owners have been completed, and bid plans and specs should be completed next week. Contractors will 

be solicited off the state approved contractors list, bids will be reviewed and a recommendation will be made. 

Cutting will happen the latter half of May through the beginning of June. 

Northeast hangar electrical sub-bids were opened. Low bid was Amp Electric at $123,750 and the only other 

recognized bid was Amenitek at $145,949. The general contractor bids are due April 21st. Bids will have to be 

reviewed to determine if they’re within budget, and a revised grant application will need to be submitted to the 

FAA if there are bids within budget. Lonnie has been cleaning up the hangar to reduce costs for the project. 

The Administration Building’s closet doors are being re-stained and have not been re-installed. Peter will find 

out when DA Sullivan will be back with the doors and to work on the porch roof. 

The other update was on the pilot-controlled lighting system. Sommer Electric is determining lead times on 

obtaining the new system and will get it installed by June 30th. Peter will work on the Mass DOT grant 

application, which will require a 20% City share for the grant. 

CHAIR UPDATE ON RESPONSE LETTER REGARDING LUCE ROAD EASEMENTS 

Dan Caplinger updated the Commission on his letter responding to the Luce Road residents’ letter to the 

Commission regarding extinguishing their 1964 avigation easements. The city solicitor provided guidance on 

the response, which was made in a timely manner to preserve the Commission’s legal rights. 

AIRPORT MANAGER UPDATES 

Kathy Eade mentioned there have been problems with some of the gates. She has had vendors work on the 

gates, and is looking into getting a service contract. 

Andrew Mihaley, Director of Operations and Compliance at Mass DOT Aeronautics, visited the airport last 

week. Mr. Mihaley said that generally the airport looks great, and he only asked that the airport lights be 

checked to be sure that they’re all working properly. Kathy will have Lonnie check the lights some morning. 

The number of airport operations reported seemed larger to Mr. Mihaley than the actual activity, so Peter will 

check with Janice Bland to see where the reported numbers came from, and update them if necessary. 

Kathy also reported that there is a beaver living in one of the culverts that is causing a lot of damage. Randy 

Christensen from Stantec is working with Fish and Wildlife on the beaver problem, and Lonnie will take care of 

the beaver when told it is okay to do so. 

Kathy is working on an updated list of the hangar and tie-down tenants, and will be updating the listing of 

airplanes located at the airport. This will enable the Commission to determine policy on exclusive rights, fee 

schedules, and whether to distinguish between powered and non-powered tie-downs. Dan Caplinger offered his 

assistance in going through the documentation if she needs help. Dan also noted that this work will help the 

Commission ensure that all airport users are being treated equally. 

Kathy also reported that the wood stove in the Shamrock public space should not be used according to the 

building inspector. The Commission will need to look into possible options for replacing the wood stove. 

Kathy had also asked Bill Greenwald about having a movie night, but he reported that it was too late to get 

MASS MoCA to organize a movie night at the airport this summer. 

 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marc Morandi 

Secretary, Airport Commission 


